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8th Grade Boys 
Basketball 

By Chatham Rankin and 
Owen Thornton 

    PORT TOWNSEND, 
WA-The 8th grade boy’s 
2017-18 basketball season 
is officially over. The team 
struggled, finished with a 
record of 2-10, losing their 
last game against Forks, 
62-28. Most of the players 
expected the season to be 
better. Both Mason 
Rodeghier, 8th, and 
Murphy Klemann, 8th, 
said, “It’s been rough.” 
Unfortunately, the 8th 
grade win streak against 
Chimacum that had been 
kept for 3 years, was 
annihilated by the Eagles. 
However, the 7th grade 
basketball team destroyed 
Chimacum by 50 points in 
their last game against 
them. 

Halfway through 
the 8th grade season the 
team record, wins to 
losses, was 1- 4. Lonnie 
Kenney 8th, along with 
Rodeghier 8th, figured that 
the final record would be 3 
-7. Originally, Klemann 
thought the record was 
going to be 10-0.  

During the season, 
a few 7th graders 
volunteered to play with 
the 8th grade team. The 8th 
grade team only had 7  

 
 
 
players while the 7th 
graders had 22 players. 
Rodeghier and Kenney 
stated that there are some 
good 7th graders that 
played with them, such as 
Kyle Lindert 7th. They 
noticed that the 7th graders 
didn’t seem ready to play 
up.  

“You could tell that 
they were a little nervous,” 
observed Klemman. 

Josh Davis, 8th, 
another player, didn’t mind 
that 7th graders were on 
the team saying, “I just 
wish more 8th graders 
joined.”  

Keeping up with 
grades can be difficult. 
Klemann thought it wasn’t 
hard saying, “If you even 
try a little bit, you’ll keep 
them up.” On the other 
hand, Rodeghier said it 
was hard, “Especially with 
homework on game 
nights.” 

It looks like next 
year the 8th grade team 
will be more successful. 
Hopefully, they’ll 
dominate the floor and get 
a good record. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
          Above: Mason 

Rodeghier and Murphy 
Kleeman jogging down the 

court. 
Blue Heron Mock 

Trial 
By Taylor Germeau 
PORT TOWNSEND 
WA-This year Blue Heron 
Middle School has a 
tradition of hosting mock  
trial for their 6th-8th grade 
students. Mock trial started 
in January and is held after 
school on Wednesdays. 

 In the beginning of 
April the Mock trial will 
be performing in a real 
court house. Mock Trial is 
run by Corrinne Pierson 
and Megan Jennings, 
seniors at Port Townsend 
High School, as part of 
their senior project.  

Student Leah 
Harrison, 7th, said she 
wants to participate in 
mock trial to learn what it 
is like to become a lawyer. 
Lucia Kithcart, 7th, wants 
to do mock trial because 
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she says she's good at 
arguing. Both of them said 
they want to continue 
participating in mock trial. 
Luna Molitos, 7th, said 
that her expectations are to 
be like court, but 
experiencing it as a kid. 

The majority of 
students that have have 
been interviewed came up 
with a positive opinion on 
doing mock trial this year. 
Mock trial will help 
students learn about how 
court and law work. 

During practice, 
they will will be playing 
fun games that pertain to 
drama, such as tongue 
twisters and other games 
that help with 
dramatization and acting. 
The kids will be learning 
to use court vocabulary, 
how  to use leading 
questions with witnesses, 
objections, speculations, 
and other court style 
vernacular.  
               Overall, Mock 
Trial is a great activity to 
do, it will help you with 
your confidence in acting 
or becoming a lawyer and 
other life skills.  
 

Quarterly Stars  
(2nd Quarter)   

By: Briar Greene 
PORT 

TOWNSEND WA-This 
quarter at Blue Heron, 
there are too many students 
doing good deeds to count. 

Actions like academic 
achievement and improved 
work are being recognized 
throughout the year, but 
people just can’t write 
enough to include all the 
students that should be 
recognized.  

Some of the people 
that were  recognized 
second quarter were 
Theodore Garretson, 7th, 
and Eli Taylor-Seeley, 7th, 
along with Mia Dow, 8th, 
River Morris, 5th, June 
Stafford, 5th, Morgan 
Trail, 8th, Grace Wentzel, 
8th, Hailey Gallagher, 8th, 
and Luke Zabransky, 8th. 

All students 
recognized this month had 
one thing in common. 
They all had a personal 
goal. Theodore was 
motivated by his parents 
to, “get honor roll and not 
get grounded.” Eli was 
personally motivated to be 
a good student and 
“achieve good grades.”  

Both Morgan and 
Hailey say they’re getting 
ready for high school, and 
Grace has been interested 
in her overall education.  

Luke was trying to 
get good grades to do 
sports this year, and June 
was staying after class to 
clean up. River has been 
very nice to his fellow 5th 
grade students. 

Everyone can be a 
good student. If they 

weren’t recognized now, 
they will be eventually. 

 
Above: Luke Zabransky 

raising his thumbs for 
approval during a science lab.  

 
Blue Heron 

Hollywood Dance 
By: Antony Sua and Rell 

Lennox 
PORT 

TOWNSEND WA-Every 
year Blue Heron Middle 
School hosts 3-4 dances 
throughout the year. The 
next dance Blue Heron will 
be hosting is Hollywood 
themed. The dance was 
held on Friday February 
23, 2018. It was hosted in 
the Blue Heron commons 
and gymnasium. The ASB 
students and other 
volunteers  served food 
and managed the movie in 
the commons and band 
room. The doors for the 
dance opened at 3:00pm 
and the dance ended at 
5:00. When students get 
inside they are directed to 
take their bags and put 
them under the lunch 
tables. Then students are 
free to go to the gym, band 
room or stay in the 
commons to dance.  
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“The date for the 
dance will be posted 
sometime next month,” 
says Dean of Students Julie 
Russell,” The ASB and I 
are hoping to have 2 more 
dances before school gets 
out for summer and we 
hopefully will be having 
one next month, because if 
they are too late in the year 
we start to compete with 
the 8th graders Dinner 
Dance.”  

Dean of students, 
Julie Russell says, “Most 
of the dances usually cost 
about $, but by selling 
food, drinks and of course 
the admission costs we 
usually make about 
$50-100 per dance.” 

 For the upcoming 
dance, there will be open 
gym where students will be 
able to play basketball and 
volleyball.  

Blue Heron dances 
are great for the students 
because it’s a great way to 
keep students safe while 
they’re also having fun! 

Above: Students getting lit at 
the school dance hosted by 
ASB in February.  
 

Perspectives on the 
Blue Heron 

Basketball Season 

By Michael Petta 
PORT TOWNSEND, 
WA-The 7th grade 
basketball team recently 
ended their season in a 
devastating loss to Forks, 
50-51. They ended up 
going 5-5, Unfortunately, 
due to a recent knee injury 
Kyle Lindert, a 7th grader, 
has not been able to play 
the last three games of the 
10 game season. He hurt it 
in a fall during one of their 
games that stretched his 
patellar tendon to far, he 
said. 

 “I was really sad I 
didn't get to play the last 
three games and I was kind 
of angry,” said Lindert 
about his injury. Lindert 
was a power forward for 
the 7th grade the first four 
games and was a starter. 
The 8th grade team needed 
extra players so he played 
for them the next two 
games. Ace Johnson 
played for the 7th grade 
team for the whole season 
and was the starting point 
guard.  

Lindert expressed 
what his favorite part of 
basketball so far by saying 
“ playing with my friends”. 
Johnson thought 
differently and said, 
“Playing for the school.” 

Out of all of the 
games they both liked the 
Chimicum game overall 
but, for different reasons 
Johnson said, “The 

Chimicum game, because 
we got to see our old 
friend, Alan Hinds.” 
Lindert liked the game 
because, “I felt like our 
team was trying very 
hard.”  

Blue Heron played 
some very tough teams this 
past season. Johnson and 
Lindert both thought Port 
Angeles was the hardest 
team Blue Heron faced. 
Johnson thinks Blue Heron 
can beat them next time if 
there is, “better ball 
movement.” 

 Blue Heron also 
played against some not-so 
good teams, which worked 
to their advantage. Johnson 
thought Coupeville 
because, “They were 
making full court passes.” 
Lindert felt that Chimicum 
was an easier team. “They 
need to get better at ball 
handling,” he said. 

Lindert thought the 
Blue Heron basketball 
teams were going to do 
better in the last 5 games 
of the season. On personal 
level, Johnson felt he did 
really well when the 
Herons played against 
Sequim at home. “I scored 
20 points and our team 
scored 71 in all, ” quotes 
Johnson. Lindert thought 
his best game was  when 
they played Forks at home 
and didn’t attribute to any 
type of memorable 
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success, other than: “I just 
liked the way I played.”  

Johnson and 
Lindert both liked the Blue 
Heron coaches Lamont and 
Mike this past season. 
Johnson liked the way the 
coaches handled practices, 
such as, “Good drills, and 
they knew a lot about 
basketball.” Lindert liked 
them this season because, 
“They equal the playing 
time for all players.” 

Both Lindert and 
Johnson both felt great 
about their playing time 
and the seventh and eighth 
grade team, as a whole. 
“Pretty much all of them 
are experienced because all 
of them played rec,” 
Johnson stated.  

Having friends on 
the team is always a 
plus.“They are all my best 
friends, and they’re cool.” 

It was a great 
season for the boys 7th 
grade basketball team and 
hopefully will be a even 
more successful team next 
year! 
 

Take a bite 
By: Samuel Sierociuk, Sam 

Holmes, Aiden Hill 
PORT 

TOWNSEND WA-When 
you are at school, the 
lunches are always made 
while the students are in 
class. Because of this, 
students can never 
appreciate the work that 

goes into making the 
lunches they eat everyday! 

For instance, the 
cost of an average meal is 
$12,000 to $13,000 dollars 
a month. In order to make 
all the food they need to, 
kitchen staff need to start 
at 5:30 A.M. Although the 
time is early, the staff is 
happy to do it.  

it’s not all bad. For 
instance, food only takes 
about 2 hours to get to 
Blue Heron, as the farms 
are so close by. People like 
things with pasta, and it is 
easy to make. The easiest 
thing to make is sloppy 
joes, which is a favourite 
with the younger students. 

The kitchen staff is 
lacking in manpower, with 
only 7 active workers for 
all 3 schools in Port 
Townsend. Thankfully, 
Red Dog farms provides 
flour, carrots, and potatoes 
are acquired easily by a 
few PTSD staff. 

Some fruits and 
vegetables are more 
expensive, such as a 
watermelon. According to 
Stacy, they can be up to 20 
dollars!  

Don’t think that 
you don’t have a choice of 
which food will be served. 
“I take input from kids, as 
well as trends online” says 
Stacy Larsen, the head 
chef in Blue Heron. 

Next time you take 
a bite of hot lunch at 

school, just remember all 
the work that went into it. 
Please, thank one of the 
people who gives you a hot 
meal next time you have 
school lunch!  

 
Above: Baked potatoes are 
just one healthy food option 
that is offered to the students 

of BH. 
 

 Everything You 
Need To Know About 
The Blue Heron Food 
Drive BY: Lucia Kithcart 

and Eva Brady  
 The Blue Heron 

food drive is an annual 
event that has been going 
on as long as anyone can 
remember. The fundraiser 
happens once a year and 
all classes compete to see 
whoever can bring in the 
most food and money.  
 Mrs. Russell 
organizes the Food Drive 
and she said that the school 
raised $1,500, and a truck 
load of food this year, 
altogether that is about 
50,000 pounds! She also 
said that we could 
potentially have another 
food drive if everyone 
wanted to. 

 “I don’t know if 
it’s in the plans, but if 
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everyone wants one then 
we could,” Mrs. Russell 
stated.  

Layla Kjeldgaard 
and Cohen Meis, both 
fourth graders, at Blue 
Heron Middle School think 
we should keep this 
fundraiser going because 
it’s for a good cause and 
helps people. They said 
that the kids in their class 
were not competitive when 
it came to bringing the 
most food.  

Austen Hammer, a 
seventh grader at Blue 
Heron, was in Mr. 
Oliveria’s class. His class 
won for the seventh grade 
so they got a donut party. 
He brought in $100 and 
has done that for the past 
two years. He was the top 
contributor in his class.  

“It’s all for the 
cause,” Hammer quoted. 

The Food Drive is a 
great cause. It is a classic 
fundraiser that is done for 
all ages here.  

 
Quarterly Stars  

(1st Quarter)   
Samuel Holmes & Aiden 

Hill 
PORT 

TOWNSEND WA-At Blue 
Heron Middle School, 
three students have made a 
difference in their 
community. 4th graders, 
Sawyer Duval and Mikel 
Gregg, as well as 8th 
grader Jeanette Patric have 

been labeled quarterly stars 
by their teachers for being 
outstanding students. We 
asked them what they 
thought they were 
recognized for. “I guess 
being kind,” said Mikel 
Gregg. The 4th graders are 
both from the same class, 
and have very similar goals 
in mind. 8th grader, 
Jeanette, said she was 
recognized for paying 
attention. “I try to do my 
best,” she said. Their goals 
for next quarter are to 
become faster at 
multiplication, being nicer 
to people, and to get all 
A’s in Social Studies. They 
all feel they are doing well 
in school, and will try to 
keep it that way.  

Lastly, they 
thought that other people 
in their class should be 
recognized for a quarterly 
star. “I think Olivia  and 
Leah Harrison,” says 
Mikel Gregg.  

We hope that next 
quarter will roll around 
soon, so we can get more 
quarterly stars! 
 

Blue Heron Girls 
Basketball 2018 

By: Leah Harrison & 
Ashlyn Winsheimer 

PORT 
TOWNSEND WA-Blue 
Heron has a great deal of 
extracurricular activities to 
offer, including a fantastic 
girls basketball program. 

Girls basketball is for Blue 
Heron girls in 7th and 8th 
grade. It starts in late 
January and many girls 
have already signed up. 
For some of them, it is 
their first time, but many 
have played before. The 
coaches are Mark Tallarico 
and Jimmy Fenton. Girls 
basketball is meant to 
prepare the girls for high 
school and help and coach 
them in team working. 
Girls basketball last year 
did not go very well, so 
everyone is hoping for a 
better season this year! 

Last year the girls 
did not win any games, but 
they did have fun. Previous 
players, Savanna Hoffman, 
8th grade, played seventh 
grade basketball. It was 
Savannah's first time 
playing. She was inspired 
to join because everyone 
else was talking about how 
great it was, so she wanted 
to try out a new sport. She 
also thought basketball 
would be similar to soccer, 
which she has played 
before.  

Savanna has been 
practicing frequently for 
basketball season. She 
even played with the high 
schoolers this summer. She 
is very athletic and has 
done many other sports as 
well.  

“I did track, and I 
played volleyball last year 
but this year I chose to 
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play soccer,” Savannah 
said. 

 Macy is not as 
enthusiastic about 
basketball as Savanna. 
Although she still enjoys it 
and plays. Macy’s advice 
for new players is to: try 
hard and  keep practicing.  

This year, there are 
many new players. Most of 
the new players have never 
touched a basketball. Zoe 
is a new player to 
basketball. She chose to 
join because she wanted to 
do a sport.  

Zoe Kjeldgaard 
said, “I wanted to do a 
sport for each season.” She 
participated in cross 
country in the fall and now 
she excited to play a sport 
again.  “I’m looking 
forward to the games and 
learning how to play,” Zoe 
said.   Zoe stated about 
practicing with the 8th 
graders, “I think it will 
give us an opportunity to 
learn.” 

Taylor Germeau is 
another new player. She 
said, “I wanted to try a 
new sport.” Both Taylor 
and Zoe are looking 
forward to learn how to 
play from both the players 
and the coaches. Taylor is 
looking forward to learn to 
play, games, and missing 
school. Blue Heron has an 
outstanding girls basketball 
program. There are many 
new players that are 

excited to join and 
previous players that are 
thrilled to learn more. The 
coaches are going to teach 
many new skills. Overall, 
girls basketball will have a 
memorable year and 
hopefully win some 
games! For more 
information on basketball 
and any other upcoming 
sports, go to the Blue 
Heron website, or go ask 
Donna at the office. 

 
    Above: Savanna Hoffman, 
8th, tries to get ahead of her 
guard, trying to retrieve the 
ball.  

  Winter Break 
By Elliott Erickson  

PORT 
TOWNSEND WA-Winter 
break is a much awaited 
event at school for students 
and teachers alike, as it 
represents a rest from the 
weekly work of school. 
Many people celebrate 
holidays in winter, which 
winter break is centered 
around.  

Mr. Oliveira said, 
“I like to celebrate as many 
holidays in winter as 

possible, so I can get 
together with my family.”  

Many people meet 
with their families over 
winter, to spend time with 
them during holidays. 
Winter often brings snow, 
albeit rarely in our area. 
On the matter of snow, 
some activities, such as 
sledding, can only be done 
while there is snow.  

“Hiking, going to 
the mountains, going 
outside and playing in the 
snow, spending time with 
my dogs and chickens,” 
Chloe said, discussing 
some of  her favorite 
winter activities.  

Mr. Oliveira listed 
activities that he took 
pleasure in over winter 
break such as: “Cycling, 
hiking, and building my 
kayak.” 

Winter break may  
be looked forward to 
because there is no school, 
but winter break is quite 
important in the long run. 

   “I think it helps 
give them a break so they 
can catch up on work,” 
Chloe Lampert said.  

Often times there 
are projects and homework 
over winter, and it gives a 
good time to catch up on 
work. 

  Mr. Oliveira also 
said on the matter that 
winter break is a time, “To 
celebrate the holidays with 
family and friends.”  

 



Blues News 2 

The break provides 
valuable time for students 
and staff to see family and 
friends that is generally 
less available during 
working weeks.  Thus, the 
importance of something 
as simple as a few days. 
 
Feature Article: Mr. 

Tallarico  
By Savannah Greer and 

Clara Conyers 
PORT TOWNSEND 
WA-Interactive sports and 
physical education are 
major parts of Blue Heron 
Middle School’s many 
unique characteristics that 
make it a quality school. 
The school’s physical 
education program is 
taught by the school’s P.E. 
teacher, Mark Tallarico. 
Mr. Tallarico’s job is to 
inspire and motivate 
students to be more 
physically active inside 
and outside of school.  

Mr. Tallarico has 
been teaching/coaching at 
Blue Heron for about four 
years. “I like sports, and I 
like to work with kids as 
part of my job, that’s why I 
chose it. I get to spend 
more time with my 
students, which I think is 
important with their 
learning, and my 
teaching,” he said. 

However, before he 
began teaching in Port 
Townsend, he coached 
baseball in Ellensburg, 

where he grew up. When 
he was in middle school, 
he played baseball, golf, 
and basketball. “I like any 
of the games where we can 
throw a ball.”  

 On top of teaching 
4th through 8th grade P.E., 
Mr. Tallarico also coaches 
girls basketball and girl’s 
volleyball. “I really want 
students to learn to choose 
healthy habits, like 
exercising and eating right. 
If you want to live a long 
and happy life, you have to 
have those things, which I 
think is really important. It 
doesn’t matter if you play 
a sport or not, everybody 
can be active.”  

Mr. Tallarico says 
that he aspires that  his 
students will not only learn 
from his teaching but he 
can learn from the way he 
teaches. He also 
recommends joining 
volleyball or basketball to 
incoming active students 
looking to play new sports.  

 
Above: Mr. Tallarico 

 

 


